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Message from the Chair 
Corey Gautreaux, PPM Consultants, Inc.  

 They say April showers bring May flowers, but I personally prefer to focus on the crawfish 
and baseball that Spring brings with it. Although my Tigers aren’t off to an ideal start, the 
crawfish are a plenty and there is still time to pull things together for a trip to Omaha. I know 
I chose to talk about the fun things this time of year brings, I went ahead and ignored the 
pollen, but I know most of you are working diligently, and likely some long hours, to get in 
your annual certifications and wrap up your ERIC reports. Don’t forget that TRI is lurking in 
the shadows as well! 
 

It was great seeing many of you either at our January lunch meeting down in Gonzales or at our dinner meeting a 
few weeks ago at Walk On’s. These events are a great way for us to get together, share ideas, catch up with 
colleagues, and network with those we been “needing to get in touch with”. Our March meeting is a special one 
as we always have special guests from our students that are closing in on graduation or maybe looking for a 
summer internship. We handed out several resume booklets, but if you weren’t fortunate enough to get your hands 
on one, let me know and I can email a copy over to you. These students have a leg up on the competition as they 
have already been introduced to the wonderful world of A&WMA! 
 
As the April showers dissipate, our Annual YP Golf Tournament is in full bloom! Registration is already open and 
we look forward to welcoming our sponsors, golfers, and volunteers to Pelican Point down in Gonzales on 
Thursday, May 7th! Be on the lookout for some reminder emails or check out our website to register your team, 
become a sponsor, or sign up individually and join in on the fun. In addition to our local events, the Annual 
Conference and Exhibition (ACE) will be held in Austin, June 21st-24th. We are excited to have ACE so close to 
home and hope you will consider attending.  
 
Speaking of our website, I’d like to help clarify a few common issues that we have seen lately. Last year our 
website saw a huge upgrade. We can now use it to manage our membership, send emails, host event registration, 
and much more! Although we can do all these amazing things on our website, your A&WMA membership is still 
managed by our wonderful folks in Pittsburgh at our headquarters. So if you are looking to renew your membership, 
sign up for one of the fantastic international conferences/webinars, or would like to sponsor something on the 
international level, those things will be done through www.awma.org. If you’re looking to sign up for one of our 
local events, would like to become a local Corporate Sponsor, or just want to get some more information on the 
Louisiana Section, www.la-awma.org is the place for you! Additionally, both websites have a unique login. Be sure 
to save your credentials to each for easy event registration! 
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Thanks to each of you for your continued support of the Association and the Louisiana Section. If you have any 
questions on how to get more out of your membership, don’t hesitate to reach out. I look forward to seeing all of 
you on the golf course on May 7th!  
 
 

 
 

 

Your A&WMA Membership Account 
From Karen Brignac, Brignac Environmental Consulting LLC 

As an A&WMA member, you have access to the member only portion of the A&WMA website along with reduced 
registration fees, one free webinar a year, and access to A&WMA publications.  In order to make sure you are 
receiving all your benefits, you need to keep your membership information up to date.  When you become a 
member, you will receive your member identification number and directions on setting up your account.  If you’ve 
been a member for a while and have misplaced this information, you can contact headquarters at 412-232-3444 
or info@awma.org.  It’s very important that you update your contact information if you change jobs.  Once you 
login, you can update this information.  The member login page also asks you to select up to six areas that relate 
most closely to your job; this information is used by various groups within A&WMA to make sure programming is 
relevant as well as to identify individuals who may be able to help with planning programming.  Please remember 
that your login for the international A&WMA website and our local section’s Star Chapter website are different!  
Keeping both updated will ensure that you don’t miss anything A&WMA related. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

All About ACE 

From AWMA.org 

 
Get ready to energize your future at ACE 2026! 
 
 
Become a sponsor or exhibitor! New packages 
are available. Explore the opportunities and sign 
up early to get the most exposure. 
 
 
Learn more at www.awma.org/ACE2026. 
 
 

June 21–24, 2026 
        JW Marriott  

     Austin, TX 
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:info@awma.org
https://www.awma.org/ace2026sponsor
https://www.awma.org/ace2026exhibit
https://www.awma.org/ace2026
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Southwest Louisiana Chapter – 2026 Spring Conference 

Wrap-up 

From Laura Bruchhaus, LyondellBasell 

The 2026 SWLA A&WMA Spring Conference was 
a great success and a clear reflection of the strong 
support and engagement within our chapter and 
the broader environmental community.  
 
We extend our sincere appreciation to our 
sponsors for their generous support, which made 
this conference possible, and to our speakers for 
sharing their expertise across air, water, waste, 
and LDAR topics. Their contributions provided 
valuable insight and made the technical sessions 
informative and engaging.  
 
Thank you to our exhibitors for showcasing innovative products and services that continue to advance the 
environmental profession. Thank you as well to all participants whose engagement, discussion, and 
enthusiasm made the conference a meaningful and impactful experience.  
 
Finally, thank you to the Conference Planning Committee, whose dedication and countless volunteer 
hours were essential to the success of this event. We look forward to continuing this momentum and hope 
to see you again at future SWLA A&WMA events. 
 

Understanding Member Benefits 
Jason Midgett, Placid Refining 

Did you know? All A&WMA members in good standing will receive one free live or recorded 
webinar ($99/1.5 hours or $169/2 hours, not a series) per membership year. Your 
membership must be current at the time of the webinar. 

Apply for your free webinar at least 2 full business days in advance. Late applications will 
not be accepted. Once received, we will check your membership and if you are current and 
haven’t already used your free webinar this year, we will send your registration to our webinar 
partner. You will receive a confirmation and access link from support@peachnewmedia.com. 
 
If you are not able to attend the live webinar, you will be sent a recording to watch at your 
convenience.  If you want to use your member benefit to access a past webinar, the same 
form should be used. 

Not a member, but ready to join and take advantage of some of many member benefits? Visit 
the Association’s website to join now. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.awma.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?PageNumber=1&SurveyID=91L4632J362KG__;!!CCC_mTA!8REnluNyPBxgSd2gMnZ4IbpOn6BdL8DOJue_7KB8TbSFjtrl9uJgdD0M73YzEo0wcTD3008QsuIabaY6Kqch8ntkuGUZP0g0SCvJ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.awma.org/survey/TakeSurvey.asp?PageNumber=1&SurveyID=91L4632J362KG__;!!CCC_mTA!8REnluNyPBxgSd2gMnZ4IbpOn6BdL8DOJue_7KB8TbSFjtrl9uJgdD0M73YzEo0wcTD3008QsuIabaY6Kqch8ntkuGUZP0g0SCvJ$
mailto:support@peachnewmedia.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.awma.org/store_category.asp?id=6__;!!CCC_mTA!8REnluNyPBxgSd2gMnZ4IbpOn6BdL8DOJue_7KB8TbSFjtrl9uJgdD0M73YzEo0wcTD3008QsuIabaY6Kqch8ntkuGUZPyetU1wX$
https://www.awma.org/join
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2026 Fellow A&WMA Membership Award 

From Jason Midgett, Placid Refining, LLC 

The Air & Waste Management Association has selected Greg 
Johnson to receive the Association’s 2026 Fellow A&WMA 
Membership. The Fellow Grade of Membership is bestowed upon 
members who have a at least15 years of relevant experience, 10 
consecutive years of membership, and have made both professional 
and service contributions that advance the mission and objectives of 
A&WMA.  Greg has well exceeded all the qualifications for the Fellow 
Grade during his career both for A&WMA and other through other 
professional accomplishments. The Louisiana Section and A&WMA 
has continuously benefited from countless hours of service of his 30 
years of membership! 

Greg returns to the city of his Alma Mata to receive this membership 
award, Austin Texas. He graduated from the University of Texas with 
his B.S. in Chemical Engineering and will be recognized during the 
119th Annual Conference & Exhibition in Austin at the Honors & 
Awards Brunch and Ceremony, which will be held on Wednesday, 
June 24, 2026.  

  

Congratulations Greg, on this well-deserved overdue recognition! 
 

Let’s Get Social 

From Lorenzo Reyes, LDEQ 

The Louisiana Section is coming to your favorite social media platforms! Find us on 
LinkedIn, X, Instagram, and Facebook for real time updates on upcoming Section 
events, highlights, and important announcements. Scan the QR code or Click Here 
to follow all of our social media accounts and stay in the loop! 
 

Upcoming Association and Section Events 
SAVE THE DATES 

April 17-18, 2026 A&WMA Leadership Academy Pittsburgh, PA 

May 7, 2026 YP Golf Tournament 
Pelican Point Golf and Country Club 

Gonzales, LA 

May 19, 2026 Lunch Meeting TBD – Look out for an email! 

June 22 – 24, 2026 A&WMA 119th Annual Conference & Exhibition ACE – Austin, TX 

For a complete list of Association events and registration information, please visit the Association’s Event Calendar.  

To learn more about the Section’s activities please visit the Section website. 

https://linktr.ee/LA_AWMA
https://www.awma.org/calendar_list.asp
https://la-awma.org/
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REGISTER HERE TO PLAY/SPONSOR!! 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaawma.wufoo.com%2Fforms%2Fqrblmh015s0o5u%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccourtney.tolbert%40la.gov%7C3fd310a5668b4b0d2bcb08de8f5e9e85%7C89b0b16b677c4e6fa25461311d5b4a86%7C0%7C0%7C639105833713691742%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tgvD2ngxtZWJQlx6fqh142OxUg8OngYqZ8Ls7LW95Ag%3D&reserved=0
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Thank You 2026 Corporate Sponsors 

 

Become a Corporate Sponsor! The support and contributions through this program allows the 
Section to fund annual educational awards activities such as our Collegiate Scholarship Program, 
and Louisiana State Science Fair Awards. The Corporate Sponsor donation of $375.00 is fully dedicated to the 
educational goals and programs of the Section.  The annual donation allows any three employees of your 
company to attend meetings, workshops or conferences at discounted rates.  As in the past, your company’s 
name/logo will be listed on the newsletters, routine communications, and website of the Louisiana Section 
as a Corporate Sponsor. APPLY HERE 

 

 

 

https://la-awma.org/Scholarships
https://la-awma.org/Science_Fairs
https://laawma.starchapter.com/index.php
https://la-awma.org/form.php?form_id=18&c=1
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 2026 Board Members 
Corey Gautreaux Chair    PPM Consultants, Inc. 

Ashley Viator Vice-Chair / LDEQ Liaison         LDEQ    

Allyson Morales                Past-Chair TotalEnergies Petrochemicals & Refining USA, Inc. 

Eric Rucinski Treasurer  Alliance Technical Group 

Courtney Tolbert   Secretary LDEQ 

John King Director  Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson, LLC 

Emily von Qualen Director Liskow & Lewis 

Karen Brignac Director Brignac Environmental Consulting LLC 

Jason Midgett Association Board of Directors Placid Refining, LLC 

Laura Bruchhaus SW Chapter Chair                      LyondellBasell 
 

2026 Committee Members 

Michael Waguespack  Awards Chair                              Project Consulting Services, Inc. 

Doug Melancon Program Chair  ExxonMobil 

Tokesha Collins-Wright        Program Chair                             LCA 

Kelly Hauth    Facilities Chair  Vopak 

Andrew Swedler   Corporate Relations Chair        ExxonMobil 

Heather McCormick  Membership Committee Linde 

Tucker Brown 

Tristan Collins 

YP Co-

Chairs                                       

Placid Refining, LLC 

AmSpec Group, Inc. 

Blake Vincent YP Golf Tournament Chair CK Associates 

Courtney Tolbert   Communications Chair              LDEQ 

Lorenzo Reyes Communications Committee - Social 

Media Outreach 

LDEQ 

Maureen Ducote          Communications Committee - 

Website         

LDEQ 

Cindy Wu Education Committee     Erthwrks, Inc. 
 

The Louisiana Section is one of nearly 140 geographical member units of the Air & Waste Management Association. As such, we plan, 

organize and present activities that focus on local and regional environmental issues. This includes holding luncheon and dinner 

meetings, technical seminars, annual conferences, workshops, continuing education courses, and social outings. We publish a 

newsletter, launch outreach activities and provide funds for scholarships. For more information about the A&WMA, visit the A&WMA 

website. 

 

http://www.awma.org/
http://www.awma.org/

