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PFAS is a family of man-made chemicals that includes PFOS and PFOA.  PFAS have been 
used worldwide since the 1950s in industry and consumer products, such as:

PER- AND POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES (PFAS)

Ø Cosmetics
Ø Food packaging
Ø Other products that resist grease, water, and oil 

Ø Non-stick cookware 
Ø Firefighting foams
Ø Water-repellent & stain-resistant fabrics 

Image Source: Washington Department of Ecology, https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Reducing-toxic-chemicals/Addressing-priority-toxic-chemicals/PFAS



MAJOR 
SOURCES OF 

PFAS 

�Existing and Former Department 
of Defense Military Installations

�Airports

�Fire Training Facilities 

�Superfund/RCRA Sites
�Landfills

�Electroplating

�Oil Refineries & Petrochemical 
Plants



AQUEOUS FILM-FORMING FOAM (AFFF)
As early as the 1960s, PFAS have been used in AFFF, a water-based foam 
developed to extinguish Class B (flammable liquid) fuel fires at airports fire stations, 
fire training facilities and military bases, among other places.



SUSPECTED INDUSTRIAL DISCHARGES OF PFAS

Source: Environmental Working Group https://www.ewg.org/interactive-maps/2021_suspected_industrial_discharges_of_pfas/map/



KEY PLAYERS

PFAS
MANUFACTURERS

AFFF MANUFACTURERS



THE MDL COURT – US DISTRICT COURT FOR 
SOUTH CAROLINA – CHARLESTON
---



IN RE: AQUEOUS 
FILM-FORMING FOAM 

PRODUCTS LIABILITY 
LITIGATION

MDL NO. 2873

FORMED: December 2018

COURT:  U.S. District Court for the District of 
South Carolina, Charleston Division

MDL JUDGE:  Honorable Richard M. Gergel

TYPES OF PLAINTIFFS IN THE MDL:
States & Territories
Public & Private Water Providers
Individual Well Owners
Property Damage
Personal Injury
Medical Monitoring 



v 7 years in

v Full Discovery: 312 depositions taken

v Defendant and third-party overall document 
productions: approx. 5,400,000 documents and 
42,900,000 pages

v Aside from the Bellwether Plaintiffs, Defendants 
are not entitled to discovery from the other 
Plaintiffs except a Fact Sheet

v Christina Cossich and Phil Cossich in leadership

v Scott Summy appointed by Court as Settlement 
Counsel

STATUS OF THE MDL



MDL 
STATISTICS

COURT:  MDL No. 2873 In the U.S. District Court  
   for the District of South Carolina Charleston 
   Division
JUDGE:  Honorable Richard M. Gergel

TYPES OF PLAINTIFFS IN THE MDL:

Water Providers    785
States and Territories    34
Airports/Fire Training    
Facilities         92
Personal Injury   +10,000



MAJOR SETTLEMENTS BY 3M AND 
DUPONT DEFENDANTS ANNOUNCED

FOR PUBLIC 
WATER PROVIDERS

Running Total:
$13,685,000,000.00

$10,500,000,000.00 
– 12,500,000,000.00

$1,185,000,000.00



3M AND DUPONT WATER PROVIDER 
SETTLEMENTS

3M Company
 $10.5 - $12.5 BILLION
 Court Approved Settlement on March 29, 2024

 Excludes Property Damage, Wastewater and Stormwater

 Settlement Awards are paid per source (Wells and Surface Water)

 Settlement Awards are based on PFAS Contamination Levels and Flow 
Rates at each source



3M AND DUPONT WATER PROVIDER 
SETTLEMENTS (CONT’D)

DuPont Defendants
 $1.185 BILLION

 Court Approved Settlement on February 8, 2024 

 Excludes Property Damage, Wastewater and Stormwater
 Settlement Awards are paid per source (Wells and Surface Water)

 Settlement Awards are based on PFAS Contamination Levels and Flow 
Rates at each source



MAJOR SETTLEMENTS BY 
TYCO/CHEMGUARD AND BASF ANNOUNCED

FOR PUBLIC 
WATER PROVIDERS

$750,000,000.00 $316,500,000.00

Running Total:
$14,751,500,000.00



MORE WATER PROVIDER SETTLEMENTS

Tyco/Chemguard
 $750 MILLION
 Court Approved Settlement on November 22, 2024

 Excludes Property Damage, Wastewater and Stormwater

 Settlement Awards are paid per source (Wells and Surface Water)

 Settlement Awards are based on PFAS Contamination Levels and Flow 
Rates at each source



MORE WATER PROVIDER SETTLEMENTS

BASF
 $316.5 MILLION
 Court Approved Settlement on November 22, 2024

 Excludes Property Damage, Wastewater and Stormwater

 Settlement Awards are paid per source (Wells and Surface Water)

 Settlement Awards are based on PFAS Contamination Levels and Flow 
Rates at each source





NAVIGATING THE 
SETTLEMENTS

---
GETTING MONEY TO 
WATER PROVIDERS



SPECIAL MASTER & CLAIMS ADMINISTRATOR 
ANTICIPATED PAYMENT SCHEDULES



SPECIAL MASTER & CLAIMS ADMINISTRATOR 
3M – ANTICIPATED PAYMENT SCHEDULE & ESTIMATED VALUES



NAVIGATING THE 
SETTLEMENTS

---
 PUBLIC WATER 

SYSTEMS



IMPORTANT DATES AND DEADLINES



BASELINE TESTING
---
NAVIGATING THE SETTLEMENTS



BASELINE TESTING
---
NAVIGATING THE SETTLEMENTS



ACTION FUND CLAIMS
---
NAVIGATING THE SETTLEMENTS



SUPPLEMENTAL CLAIMS
---
NAVIGATING THE SETTLEMENTS



SPECIAL NEEDS
---
NAVIGATING THE SETTLEMENTS







BANKRUPTCY
---
NAVIGATING THE SETTLEMENTS



THE CLAIMS 
ADMINISTRATOR

---
HTTPS://WWW.PFASWATERSETTLEMENT.COM

https://www.pfaswatersettlement.com/


THE PEC SITE:
(PLAINTIFFS’ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE)

---
HTTPS://AFFF-MDL.COM 

https://afff-mdl.com/
https://afff-mdl.com/
https://afff-mdl.com/


NEXT BELLWETHERS
---

PERSONAL INJURIES



v Over 10,000 Personal Injury cases have 
been filed in the MDL

v The Court addresses the bellwether process 
for Personal Injury in CMO 26 signed May 5, 
2023, by Judge Gergel

v New liability discovery, new expert 
discovery, new dispositive motions 
practice, and ultimately new trial dates

v October 2025 – trial date delayed for filing 
of unfiled claims 

PERSONAL INJURY BELLWETHERS NEXT UP:
OVERVIEW - CMO NO. 26



v Limited to plaintiffs claiming PFAS exposure 
from an AFFF source in their drinking water 
(direct dermal contact allegations excluded 
at this time)

v Limited to plaintiffs claiming exposure from 
AFFF use at:

v Peterson Air Force Base and/or Colorado 
Springs Municipal Airport

v Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Willow 
Grove and/or Naval Air Warfare Center 
Warminster

PERSONAL INJURY BELLWETHER NEXT UP:
POOL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS



v For the purposes of this bellwether process, the Court has narrowly 
tailored the category of eligible plaintiffs to exclude those seeking 
only medical monitoring and/or property damage

v Also excluded from this bellwether are any claims in which class 
certification is sought

v Initial eligibility limited to plaintiffs alleging:

v Kidney cancer

v Testicular cancer

v Hypothyroidism/Thyroid disease

v Ulcerative colitis

v Plaintiffs alleging high cholesterol, high blood pressure, preeclampsia 
have been excluded at this time

PERSONAL INJURY BELLWETHER NEXT UP:
POOL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS



UPCOMING 
BELLWETHERS

---
THE “DIRT” CASES:

PRODUCT ID 
DISCOVERY PHASE 
NOW UNDERWAY



THE “DIRT” CASES – CMO 32
Case Number Caption Site
2:23-cv-01484 City of Hialeah, Florida v. 3M Co., et al. City of Hialeah Fire Training Facility
2:20-cv-01889 City of Tampa, Florida v. 3M Co., et al. Tampa Fire Rescue Training Center

2:21-cv-02804 State of Alaska v. 3M Co., et al. Cold Bay Airport
2:21-cv-02804 State of Alaska v. 3M Co., et al. Deadhorse Airport
2:22-cv-01649 Commonwealth of Massachusetts v. 3M Co., et 

al.
Stow Former Fire Station

2:19-cv-02285 State of New Hampshire and Drinking Water and 
Groundwater Advisory Commission v. 3M Co., et 
al.

Richard Flynn Fire Academy

2:24-cv-06957 Palm Beach County v. 3M Co. et al. Palm Beach International Airport and Palm 
Beach County Fire Rescue Training Facility

2:23-cv-02463 Howard County, Maryland v. 3M Co., et al. James N. Robey Public Safety Training 
Center

2:21-cv-2464 City of Monroe v. 3M Co., et al. Monroe Fire Department Drill Ground

2:21-cv-2464 City of Monroe v. 3M Co., et al. Monroe Regional Airport
2:22-cv-04516 City of Shreveport v. 3M Co., et al. Shreveport Fire Training Academy

2:24-cv-01577 Town of Oxford, Indiana v. 3M Co., et al. Fire Station, 6024 S 450 E, Oxford, Indiana 
47971



FUTURE BELLWETHERS
---

STATES & TERRITORIES



“The [State] . . .  brings this action pursuant to its inherent 
parens patriae authority to remedy an injury to its ‘quasi-
sovereign interest’ in the physical and economic health 
and well-being of its citizens and in preserving its public 
natural resources.” 

PARENS PATRIAE DOCTRINE



STATES/ATTORNEYS GENERAL ALREADY 
IN THE MDL OR ALREADY FILED IN 

STATE COURT AND AWAITING REMOVAL
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Delaware
Florida
Guam
Illinois
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Mississippi
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico

New York
North Carolina
Northern Mariana Islands
Oklahoma
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Vermont
Washington
Washington, D.C.
Wisconsin



PFAS 
DEVELOPMENTS 
FROM THE EPA



UCMR 5
2023-2025

PWSs will collect samples for 29 PFAS 
and lithium, during a 12-month period 
from January 2023 through December 
2025.

EPA has lowered the UCMR 5 
minimum reporting levels for PFOS 
and PFOA down from what they were 
under UCMR 3.

New UCMR 5 minimum reporting 
levels for PFOS and PFOA are 4 ppt.





UCMR 5 MONITORING SCOPE



EPA’S 
PFAS-RELATED ACTION 

OVER THE 
LAST THREE YEARS
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