






How a Bill is PassedHow a Bill is Passed

1. Introduction (filed)

2. Assigned to Committee

3. Floor Action

4. Assigned to Committee

5. Floor Action/Final Passage

6. Governor’s Signature



Perception of a BillPerception of a Bill

As seen by Author 

As seen by House Committee

As seen by House Floor

As seen by Senate Committee

As seen by Senate Floor

As seen finally passed



LetLet’’s follow a House Bill through the s follow a House Bill through the 
Legislative ProcessLegislative Process

•The Bill is 
introduced and waits 
to be scheduled for a 
committee hearing

•Example: 
Environmental bills 
are assigned to the 
House Environment 
Committee and the 
Senate Environment 
Committee



The bill is amended in CommitteeThe bill is amended in Committee

•25% of bills never make it out of 
committee

•If it survives the bill goes to the floor



On the floor, the bill awaits final On the floor, the bill awaits final 
passagepassage



•If passed, the bill 
goes to the other 
side (House bills go 
to the Senate and 
vice versa)

•The bill is then 
assigned to a 
committee and may 
be doused with 
more amendments



• A House bill 
then goes to the 
Senate floor for 
final passage

• By this time 
some may prefer 
to put the bill 
out of its misery



• If either the House or Senate disagrees 
with the other’s amendments the Bill is 
sent to a conference committee

• The conference committee consists of 
three senators and three representatives 
responsible for ironing out any differences



• If both the House and the Senate agree with 
the Conference Committee the bill is 
adopted

• If either rejects it the bill is dead



If adopted, the 
bill is sent to 
the governor, 
who can choose 
to veto it, sign it 
or allow it to 
become law 
without his or 
her signature
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