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Introduction

 Letter submitted to EPA on March 12, 

2009

 11 parishes were recommended as 

nonattainment

 5-parish Baton Rouge Nonattainment 

Area

 6 additional parishes (Caddo, Jefferson, 

Lafayette, Lafourche, Pointe Coupee, and 

St. John the Baptist)
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WHAT KIND OF 
CONTROL STRATEGY 
WILL WE NEED?

Where is all the VOC and NOx coming from? 
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2009 GROWTH EI 
PROJECTIONS

How do we fare in the future?
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Trigger Values (Magic Numbers)

 Caddo 84 ppb (2008 4th high 72)

 Jefferson 72 ppb (2008 4th high 70)

 Lafayette 79 ppb (2008 4th high 73)

 Lafourche 78 ppb (2008 4th high 74)

 Point Coupee 70 ppb (2008 4th high 77)

 St. John 75 ppb (2008 4th high 71)

Trigger Value for nonattainment using future 
2009 monitoring data is 4th highest
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The New Ozone Standard

 How will it affect Louisiana?
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Implementation of the 

New Standard’s Timeline

 The anticipated implementation schedule for this new standard is 

as follows: 

State Recommended Designations March 12, 2009

EPA Final Designations March 12, 2010

Classification/Rules March 2009 – April 2010

SIPs Due 2013

Attainment Dates 2013 – 2030 (depends on 

severity of  problem)

 It should be noted that this schedule is subject to change due to 

on going litigation. 
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Economic Development Impact
 Nonattainment represents a “red flag” in the site selection 

process for both new facilities and expansions, especially for 

manufacturing prospects

 Nonattainment involves a more complex, expensive 

environmental permitting process that can reduce the 

competitiveness of existing business and industry

 Once in nonattainment, there is potential risk of significant 

increases in economic costs (e.g., emissions controls, penalty 

fees, RFG) on both industry and consumers if air quality does 

not improve sufficiently over time
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What is the role of  the state regulator?

 Work with city-parish leaders and businesses to develop 

an ozone pollution control strategy

 Work with area businesses and industries to develop an 

ozone pollution control strategy

 Submit recommendations for designations based on 

monitor data to EPA

 Rule revisions and promulgation

 Compilation and submittal of  State Implementation 

Plans (SIP) for areas designated nonattainment.
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What are the 

next steps?
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Federal Rules in Progress

 National Refinery Initiative

 Clean Air Interstate Rule

 Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Rule

 Heavy Duty Diesel Rule

 Locomotive and Marine Vessel Rule

 Small Spark-Ignition Engine Rule

28



Reductions through State Rulemaking

Add Chapter 21 VOC Controls (RACT)
 Extend Controls Statewide

 VOC Storage Tank Emissions

 Limit Use of Flares for Non-Emergency Venting 

 Use of Infrared Camera To Audit for Leaks

Add Chapter 22 NOx Controls (RACT)

 Extend Rule to Areas Outside of BR MSA

 Tighten Emission Factors

 Limit Use of Averaging and Credits

 Eliminate Some Exemptions
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Transportation  Reduction Measures

 Vehicle Emission Reduction Activities

◦ Ridesharing

◦ Bicycle Lanes

◦ Compressed Workweek, Flex-Hours

◦ Telecommuting

◦ Mass Transit: Buses, Light Rail, Vanpools
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Reduction thru Voluntary Measures

 Open Burning Restrictions

 Engine Idling Restrictions

 Truck Stop Electrification

 Vehicle Scrappage Program

 Ozone Action Day Incentives

 Clean City Coalition Programs

 Port and Marine Vessel Emission 

Reductions
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Ozone Action Day Reduction Measures
 Maintain your vehicle properly

 Trip chain, combine errands and limit daytime driving 

 Ride public transportation or carpool to work 

 Take your lunch to work 

 Walk or ride a bicycle for short trips. 

 Refuel when its cool - after 6 p.m. Don't top off your tank –

 Avoid prolonged idling and jackrabbit starts - "Drive Emission-wise". 

 Wait until the evening (6 p.m.) to mow your lawn or use gas powered 

lawn equipment

 Barbecue with electric starter or use a chimney, not fluid starter. 

 Conserve energy in your home 

 Spread the word! Talk to your coworkers and neighbors about the Ozone 

Action Program. 
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Path Forward

 Met with stakeholders in recommended 

nonattainment areas 

 Work with EPA on Implementation Rules

 Work through Clean Cities to promote 

voluntary measures

 Promote Air Quality Awareness

 Use the work from the Baton Rouge 

Nonattainment Area to help craft the new 

SIP revisions
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